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Mission 

 

Research Focus
The USC Center for Sustainable Cities critically examines sustainability challenges to 

identify solutions that are feasible, effective, and equitable.  Its research agenda focuses on 

the following thematic areas:

 Cities and Climate Change 
 Metropolitan areas around the world will be greatly affected by global climate   

 change. Rising sea levels, more frequent and severe storms, drought, and more  

 intense heat waves will increase risks to vulnerable populations and infrastructure.   

 CSC conducts research to reduce these risks, for example, by designing effective  

 water conservation policies and by better understanding the incidence of risks across  

 different population groups.  Metropolitan areas will play a key role in reducing   

 greenhouse gas emissions.  CSC examines energy conservation and alternative 

 energy strategies in housing, industrial production, and transportation. 

 Sustainability Policies and Governance
 Effective solutions to sustainability problems require innovative policies and collabora-  

 tions across industry and government.  CSC conducts research on the potential of  

 voluntary regulation––incentives and persuasion strategies to motivate energy   

 efficient practices by industry.  CSC also examines the economic impact of state and  

 local climate mitigation policies, such as California’s SB 375, which requires that  

 strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions be included in regional growth plans.  

 Effective solutions also require information to track progress.  CSC is evaluating green  

 ratings systems for buildings, neighborhoods, and cities; and developing greenhouse  

 inventory methodologies for cities and metropolitan areas to establish benchmarks 

      for progress.

Education and Outreach
The USC Center for Sustainable Cities influences real-world policy by cultivating 

informed dialogue and educating decision-makers and the next generation of 

sustainability researchers. Education and outreach activities include:

 A national summit to support development of federal 
 urban sustainability policies.  
 Summer research programs for graduate students.
 Public seminar series, the Sustainable Cities Forum, covering topics 
     such as the carbon footprints of consumer products, and the politics 
     of cap and trade legislation. 

Faculty
Solving sustainability challenges requires rigorous evidence-based research that draws 

from multiple disciplines.  The Center for Sustainable Cities (CSC) brings together 

distinguished faculty with research strengths in urban planning, real estate development, 

transportation, metropolitan governance, public policy as well as civil and environmental 

engineering, and architecture. 
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The mission of the USC Center for Sustainable Cities is
to improve the environment, economic vitality, and social 
equity of metropolitan areas through multidisciplinary    
research, education, and community outreach.
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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

At a time when health care reform tops our nation’s domestic agenda, it is 
our distinct honor to announce the formation of the Leonard D. Schaeffer 
Center for Health Policy and Economics, a new interdisciplinary research 
center at the University of Southern California. The Schaeffer Center is 
the result of collaboration between the USC School of Pharmacy and the 
USC School of Policy, Planning, and Development, with support from Provost 
C.L. Max Nikias. 

The Center’s goal is to improve the health of our communities by conducting 
extensive and rigorous research that can inform policy decision-making. 
Dana Goldman, former director of the RAND Corporation’s program in 
Health Economics, Finance, and Organization, will head the Center. Professor 
Goldman will occupy the Norman Topping Chair in Medicine and Public 
Policy. He is joined by three distinguished colleagues from RAND, Geoffrey 
Joyce, Darius Lakdawalla, and Neeraj Sood.  

This new Center also brings together for the first time faculty from both of 
our schools – including health policy experts from the Sol of Policy, Planning, 
and Development and a seasoned pharmacoeconomics team from the 
School of Pharmacy – complemented by others from across USC. With this 
extraordinary breadth and depth of expertise, the Center promises to have a 
vital impact on the transformation of health care, here and abroad. 

We extend our enormous appreciation to Leonard and Pamela Schaeffer for 
providing the start-up gift that launches this new Center. We look forward 
to innovative, thought-provoking ideas and solutions that will emerge from 

the Center's interdisciplinary research and activities. 

Sincerely,

Jack H. Knott     R. Pete Vanderveen
Dean       Dean
USC School of Policy, Planning,   USC School of Pharmacy
and Development
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